
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reception Curriculum Web 
 Summer Term 1 –  

Planes, trains and rockets 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 
We will focus on the qualities that make a good friend, 
linking these ideas to our Golden Rules; we will be 
working alongside the children during their play. We 
will also look at scripts to help the children solve 
problems more independently by supporting their 
language. We will continue building the children’s 
resilience by encouraging them to assess and take 
managed risks. 
 
Help your child by: encouraging your child to think 
about the moral of a story or discussing a decision 
which has been made and the implications for others. 
Encourage your child to explain to you about the 
Golden Rules and talk about why they are so 
important. 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Language 
With our new topic of ‘Travel’, we will be encouraging 
the children to look at how they might be able to travel 
and visit different locations, describe the sights they 
might see and talk about their own real-life 
experiences of different ways that they have travelled. 
 
Help your child by: encouraging them to talk about 
their work and school day using full sentences, we 
would also love to hear about any research done at 
home about different modes of transport, please share 
this through Tapestry.  
 
            
 
 

 

Physical Development 
In our P.E sessions we will be continuing to focus on 
different types of dance. We will be exploring different 
ways in which we can move our body to music, and 
communicate through dance. There will be lots of 
opportunities for children to practice balancing and 
build body strength through different activities.  
We will be focusing on our theme of Travel in PE by 
exploring the different music from different continents 
of the world, and the diversity in dance, 
Help your child by: allowing them to dress and 
undress themselves at home. Try doing this at the 
weekend, when you have more time. Please send in 
clothes that they can manage themselves. PE will take 
place every week. Please ensure your child brings 
their PE kit in every Tuesday.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Art is an incredibly important part of the curriculum. Not only 
does it offer pupils an alternative way to communicate 
thoughts and feelings, it also enables them to celebrate 
multiple perspectives, take risks and solve problems.  
 
This term in Expressive Arts and Design we will be exploring 
making and recreating different modes of travel. Looking at 
how they are produced using different materials and skills.  
 We will be recreating paintings and children will be adding 
their own flare to these existing ideas. We will be listening to 
traditional music and exploring different instruments. 
 
 

Understanding the World 
We will be focussing on different ways to travel each week, and 
looking at how each mode of transport varies from others and how 
they work. We will be making models and structures to recreate 
different ways we travel. We will be discussing and exploring the 
most efficient ways to travel. We will also be learning about the 
impact that travel has on the world.  
Help your child by: Discussing the different ways that you travel 
on a regular basis and listing all the modes of transport the 
children have experienced. Talk about their experiences and 
where they went. Use the internet to research how travel has 
effects on other factors in the world. Talk to your child about 
staying safe when crossing the road. Talk your child through the 
steps of how to cross the road safely. 
 

Literacy 
 
In Literacy we take a thematic approach with reading and 
writing by exploring the children’s literature in great detail. 
We aim to incorporate these ideas throughout the continual 
provision in Reception, through our Topic lessons, 
Investigation areas and outdoor learning environment.  
For literacy this term the children will be exploring stories 
linking to different ways of travelling. We will be looking at 
different types of texts which include a variety of culture, 
lifestyle and diversity. They will explore and build up their 
vocabulary. We encourage our children to participate in talk 
on a range of topics, both through play and in class 
discussions through listening attentively to a range of 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems. 
Remember to read with your child every day. 

Mathematics 
We will be continuing to ensure that the children develop a 
love for maths across the curriculum. We will be looking at 
different operations used in Maths. Please help your child to 
spot numbers in the environment- e.g. door numbers, 
numbers on buses or even the number of blue cars that drive 
past. 
We will be looking at measuring distance, comparing weight 
and starting to look at time.  
 
Help your child by talking about how heavy and light different 
packets are around the home and get them to order them. 
Cooking is a great way to develop maths skills and a fun way 
to spend time with your child. Board games are a great way to 
build on Mathematical skills. Try snakes and ladders, 
dominoes, snap or make your own game up based on child’s 
interests.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget: 
 

 Read with your child every day 

 Remember to like, comment and upload onto 
Tapestry 

 Spare clothes for your child. 
Please name all items of clothing! 

 We are a healthy eating school  
Please ensure that you child’s packed lunch is a healthy 
one, suggestions for this could be: 

- Sandwiches/Wraps 
- Pasta in a thermos pot  
- Chopped up Fruit and Vegetables  
- Yoghurt 

Please do not give your child chips, crisps or chocolate as 
we are a healthy school. 
As nuts can cause allergic reactions please do not give your 
child any nut products. 
We will offer your child fruit and milk every day for a snack at 
school. 

 

Recommended books:  
 
These are our favourite stories: ‘So do not bring your dragon to the library’ Julie Gassman, Andy Elkerton, ‘The Naughty Bus’  Jan Oke, ‘My sister is an alien’ Rachel Bright, ‘Cycle 
City’ Alison Farrell and ‘Emma Jane's Aeroplane’ Katie Haworth 
 
We would like the children to become really familiar with these books, so that they can retell them and act them out. Please encourage your child to talk about these books.  
We also recommend that you sign up to Wood Green Library where you will find a fantastic range of stories available for children as well as a variety of free workshops and clubs 
available.  
 

Tapestry 
 

We have seen so many families using Tapestry to share 
their child’s accomplishments outside of school. This gives 
a great sense of achievement as they talk about their 
experiences and helps us to build the confidence speaking 
to bigger groups of friends. If you would like to upload 
content but are struggling to do so or even if you need new 
a login details, please come and speak with a member of 
the Reception team. 

Rights respecting school 
 

We are a ‘Rights Respecting’ school, we will be talking to 
the children about what this means, in particular Articles 12 
and 28. These highlight the value of education and the 
importance of children having a voice.  

Don’t forget: 
If you have anything that you would like to share with us, 
we are more than happy to set up a time to speak to you 
about any concerns. 

Key dates: 
 

Start of Summer Term- Monday 19th April. Please check 
the school newsletter and website for changes to the gate. 
May bank Holiday- Monday 3rd May 
Families week begins – Monday 17th May 
Walk to school week begins- Monday 17th May 
End of half term – Friday 28th May 
Return to school- Tuesday 8th June 2021 

 
 


